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RAY OF LIGHT

Rays of light streak down from the cloudy sky onto a small boat making its way across Buzzards Bay as seen from Fort
Taber Park in New Bedford. PETER PEREIRA/THE STANDARD-TIMES

DARTMOUTH — While some busi-
nesses are struggling to remain open
due to staff shortages and lack of busi-
ness, plastic surgeons and dermatolo-
gist offices are booming with
appointments. 

In fact, most of the current clients
and patients are those working from
home who have found it convenient to
recover from a procedure in the comfort
of their own homes and behind face
masks. 

Dr. Albert Fox, a plastic surgeon
whose practice is on Faunce Corner
Road, said he has seen a strong uptick
in facelifts, rhinoplasties and eye lifts,
as those procedures require extended
recovery time. The majority of his pa-
tients, between 40 and 50 percent,
work from home. For those who con-
tinue to work in offices, many have used
the excuse of wearing a face mask to
hide swelling and bruising. 

“It’s counterintuitive,” Fox said.
“People are wearing masks, yet they
want to have the procedures done.” 

Lori Bentley, medical aesthetician at
Dartmouth Dermatology, noticed an in-
creased interest in laser peels, also
known as “lunchtime peels” because
they are quick and easy appointments.
Since COVID-19 restrictions have been
lifted, she has seen a 60 percent in-
crease in clients. With many of her cli-
ents working from home, she no longer
has to schedule appointments around
their work schedules. 

“It’s easier to fit into their lifestyle
schedule,” Bentley said. 

Masks hide recovery bruises

Similar to more intensive proce-
dures, clients are able to hide behind a
face mask during the recovery process.
Laser peels that involve a V-beam can
cause severe bruising to the skin. Bent-
ley said prior to the pandemic, clients
might take off the weekend to recover
and hide any remaining traces with
makeup. Now, patients have the option
to turn off webcams during virtual
meetings, so she is booking further out,
something she never did before in her
20 years of work. Even with her regular
clients, she’s booking a few months in

advance rather than one month out. 

Self-care amid so much heartache

Since the pandemic, Fox has noticed
a trend: Many patients have decided to
make cosmetic changes to their appear-

Dartmouth plastic surgery and
dermatologists’ offices thrive
Local doctors have seen an uptick in cosmetic and
elective-based procedures amid COVID — here’s why

Kerri Tallman
The Standard-Times

USA TODAY NETWORK

Dr. Albert Fox, facial plastic surgeon
located in Dartmouth, has seen a
dramatic increase in patients after
COVID-19 restrictions were lifted,
many of which work from home which
helps with recovery. SUBMITTED PHOTO

See SURGERY, Page 2A

NEW BEDFORD — Vineyard Wind
is announcing a partnership with an
international company that would
build a maintenance hub for the pro-
ject’s wind turbines in New Bedford.

“This partnership builds on the
work we’ve done in the city and brings
new direct investment and additional
good paying, long-term jobs for local
residents,” Vineyard Wind CEO Lars T.
Pedersen said in a press release.

The planned 800-megawatt off-
shore wind project, which would be
the first large-scale offshore wind pro-
ject in the country, is planning to work
with Semco Maritime, an interna-
tional company based in Denmark.

While Vineyard Wind would do
some maintenance on the project if
completed, Semco would maintain the
turbine’s foundations and the electric
service platform, an off-shore sub sta-
tion with cables that would connect to
the mainland.

They plan to hire up to 40 local resi-
dents for various jobs including man-
agement, staff technicians, special-
ists, engineers and administration.

Contingent on state selecting
Vineyard Wind bid

Semco’s involvement, like the pro-
ject itself, is contingent on the state se-
lecting Vineyard Wind’s bid to be Mas-
sachusetts’ first offshore wind devel-
opment. The project, called Common-
wealth Wind, would be developed 22
miles south of Martha’s Vineyard. The
design includes 62 turbines that would
power 750,000 Massachusetts homes.

Earlier this year, they received fed-
eral approval following a four-year re-
view process that generated more than
30,000 public comments. Vineyard
Wind has already signed an agreement
with the Southeastern Massachusetts
Building Trades Council to create at
least 500 union jobs for the project’s
construction and installation.

“Semco’s interest in establishing a
maintenance hub here reflects the in-
dustry’s recognition of New Bedford’s
leadership in the emerging American
market, and the company’s commit-
ment to excellence would certainly
strengthen our overall position,” New
Bedford Mayor Jon Mitchel said in the
release.

Audrey Cooney can be reached at
acooney@heraldnews.com. Support
local journalism by purchasing a digi-
tal or print subscription to The Herald
News today.

Vineyard Wind
partnership to
bring jobs to
New Bedford
Audrey Cooney
The Herald News

USA TODAY NETWORK



The Standard-Times - 11/02/2021 Page : A02

November 2, 2021 2:49 pm (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

2A | TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021 | THE STANDARD-TIMES | SERVING THE SOUTHCOAST COMMUNITY

Address: 25 Elm St., New Bedford, MA 02740
Main number: 508-997-7411 or 800-286-9876

HOME DELIVERY/CIRCULATION
Phone: 800-445-7482
Online: services.southcoasttoday.com/
reader-services/

ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS AND ACCESS
Phone: 800-445-7482

NEWSROOM
Phone: 508-979-4440 Fax: 508-997-7491
Email: newsroom@s-t.com

TO PLACE AN AD
Classified: 844-994-0719
Retail: 508-979-4360

PAID OBITUARIES
Call: 844-994-0719
Email: obituaries@s-t.com

TO SUBSCRIBE SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
EZPAY $100.00 for up to four weeks with Visa,
Mastercard, Discover or American Express. Print
delivery available within the newspaper distribution
area only. By submitting your address and/or email,
you understand that you may receive promotional
offers from Gannett and its related companies. You
may unsubscribe from receiving any such offers at
any time by contacting us at 1-800-445-7482. The
advertised price does not include the charges for any
premium editions. Premium editions are published to
provide additional information and value to our
readers. You agree that you will be charged up to an
additional $9 for each premium edition published and
delivered to you during your subscription period, in
addition to the cost of your subscription. The length
of your subscription will be shortened by the
publication of premium editions if those premium
editions are delivered to you during your
subscription. You may elect to be billed separately for
premium editions by contacting Customer Service at
1-800-445-7482. Thus, unless you elect to be billed

separately up to an additional $9 for each premium
edition, you agree that the length of your
subscription will be shortened in proportion to the
value of the number of premium editions published
and delivered to you during your subscription period.
As an illustrative example, if you select a subscription
of up to 12 weeks at a cost of $48.00, and two
premium editions at $2.00 each are published and
delivered to you during that subscription period, your
subscription will be shortened by 1 week because the
weekly cost of the subscription is $4.00 per week and
the premium edition charges total $4.00. Depending
upon the length of your subscription and the timing
of the publication and delivery of premium editions,
you will not be charged for any premium editions if
none are published and delivered to you during your
subscription. As such, in that case only, the length of
your subscription will not be shortened. The timing of
the publication and delivery of premium editions is
variable. There will be no more than 2 premium
editions published each month during the
subscription term. 

Please see southcoasttoday.com/Premium for
examples of premium editions. If you sign up for our
Ezpay program, your subscription will automatically
be charged to your credit card 0 to 
14 days prior to your current expiration date, for the
duration of your subscription or until you notify us
otherwise. For more information or to cancel your
subscription, please call 1-800-445-7482.

Print subscribers may suspend print delivery during
vacation periods. For vacation periods less than 
14 consecutive days billing continues and subscriber
maintains access to the digital portion of
subscription. Credit days will be issued for any days in
excess of the first 14. Subscribers also have the
option to have print copies held as Vacation Pack or
may donate the newspaper value to our Newspaper
in Education (NIE) program.

The Circulation Department is open to serve you 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to
noon on Saturdays, and 8 a.m. to noon on Sundays
and holidays.

TODAY 
An afternoon 
shower in the area

56/36

WEDNESDAY
Mostly sunny

55/33

THURSDAY
Some sun, then 
increasing clouds

51/40

FRIDAY
Mostly cloudy

52/37

SATURDAY
Chance for a couple 
of showers

53/39

ALMANAC

Highest WNW at 17 mph
WIND

TEMPERATURE
High 62
Low 50
Normal high 58
Normal low 43
Record high 78 in 1974
Record low 24 in 1893

HEATING DEGREE DAYS
An index of energy consumption indicating how many 

degrees the average temperature was below 65 degrees 

for the day.

Monday 9
Month to date 9
Season to date 230
Normal season to date 352

New Bedford through 2 p.m. Monday

PRECIPITATION
24 hours ending 2 p.m. 0.00”
Month to date 0.00”
Normal month to date 0.16”
Year to date 42.11”
Normal year to date 42.59”
Snowfall 24 hours ending 2 p.m. Mon. 0.0”
Snowfall season to date 0.0”

TIDES TODAY
Location High Low

New Bedford 6:15 a.m. 12:09 p.m.
 6:35 p.m. ---

Canal at 
Buzzards Bay
 7:29 a.m. 1:45 a.m.
 7:50 p.m. 2:13 p.m.

Westport 6:17 a.m. 12:06 a.m.
 6:37 p.m. 12:35 p.m.

MARINE FORECAST
Wind southwest 6-12 knots today. Seas 2 
feet or less. Visibility under 3 miles in an 
afternoon shower. Wind west-northwest 4-8 
knots tonight. Seas 1-2 feet. Mostly cloudy.

SUN AND MOON
Sunrise 7:17 a.m.
Sunset 5:37 p.m.
Moonrise 4:15 a.m.
Moonset 4:41 p.m.

New

Nov 4

Full

Nov 19

First

Nov 11

Last

Nov 27

The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ 
number the greater the need for eye and skin 
proctection. 0-2: Low, 3-5: Moderate, 6-7: High, 
8-10: Very High, 11+: Extreme

10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4 p.m.

UV INDEX TODAY

1 2 1 0

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2021

New Bedford

Wareham

Middleboro

Marion
Westport

OCEAN
TEMPERATURE

60

LOCAL

56/36

57/36

56/34

56/38
55/36

Shown is today’s weather. 
Temperatures are today’s 
highs and tonight’s lows.

On Nov. 2, 1861, a hurricane in the Carolinas 
sank two Union ships. Despite the loss, 
Union forces managed to capture Port Royal, 
S.C., fi ve days later. Today, Port Royal is one 
of several resort plantations on Hilton Head 
Island, S.C.

WEATHER HISTORY

MASS. DAILY NUMBERS

Drawn Sunday afternoon: 4-9-7-0

Payoffs on $1 bet, exact order: 4 digits,
$4,072; 3 digits, $570; 2 digits, $49; 1
digit, $5.

Payoffs on $1 bet, any order: 4 digits,
$170; first 3 digits, $95; last 3 digits,
$95.

Drawn Sunday night: 8-4-9-7

Payoffs on $1 bet, exact order: 4 digits,
$4,446; 3 digits, $622; 2 digits, $53; 1
digit, $5.

Payoffs on $1 bet, any order: 4 digits,
$185; first 3 digits, $104; last 3 digits,
$104.

RI SUNDAY MIDDAY: 3-6-8-5

RI SUNDAY EVENING: 7-6-4-1

ALSO DRAWN SUNDAY:

MASS CASH: 3-10-14-27-28

LUCKY FOR LIFE: 5-7-11-21-29, 15

R.I. WILD MONEY: 10-19-27-31-37, Ex-
tra Ball 14

Monday's lottery numbers will be in
Wednesday's paper.

LOTTERY

ance because it gives them control over
their life, something that has been
robbed from many individuals through-
out the pandemic. 

“There is a link between how you look
and how you feel about yourself and
your general well-being,” Fox said. “Pa-
tients are discovering that if I take care
of how I look and feel about myself, I
take care of my entire being.” 

During follow-up appointments, Fox
has noted that his surgery is the first
step in the right direction of patients
pursuing a healthier lifestyle through
eating and exercising. 

Bentley noted how clients may be
spreading their finances to cover self-
care. Instead of saving up for traveling
and expensive trips, clients may be
choosing to spend their income on pro-
cedures that make them happier and

more confident.
“There are less things in the world

that are happy, and they know they will
get a nice result which brings up their
spirits,” Bentley said. 

Adjusting to a post-pandemic
practice

When COVID-19 first hit, medical of-
fices took an initial blow. All medical ap-
pointments, especially cosmetic and
elective-based procedures, were com-
pletely halted from the beginning of
April 2020 into the summer. During this
time, Fox continued to see patients for
emergency issues and virtual consulta-
tions, something that was never intro-
duced to his practice before the pan-
demic, although it was very common at
larger practices in Beverly Hills, Califor-
nia. Fox began seeing new patients lo-
cally in southeastern Massachusetts,
Rhode Island and even across the coun-
try through Zoom calls. 

“It added a new dimension to the

practice,” Fox said. 
Once restrictions were lifted, Fox saw

a surge in requests for appointments for
fillers, Botox and surgery — and not just
at his practice, as he heard the same
from colleagues throughout the coun-
try. 

“Patients took comfort in knowing
they could still take care of themselves
to look better and feel better,” Fox said.
“Working remotely, they had the oppor-
tunity to take care of things they’ve
been wanting to take care of for a long
time, recover from home and still work.” 

Currently, Fox’s practice is booking
appointments six to eight months in ad-
vance and the surgery calendar is com-
pletely filled. 

For returning patients and clients,
especially in older, more cautious pop-
ulations, Fox noticed patients were
holding off on Mohs reconstructive
surgery for individuals with skin cancer.
Over the past year, he has seen signifi-
cant changes in skin cancer, especially
cases that have gone untreated for so

long.
“Cancer doesn’t follow a calendar, it

continues to grow,” Fox said. 
Fox’s practice offers both minimally

invasive and invasive procedures, all on
site as he has a fully accredited operat-
ing room in his small office. Patients are
able to avoid larger hospital settings
completely, something that has been
appealing to many while the pandemic
continues. He said his office has not suf-
fered any staffing shortages. 

Although she is the only aesthetician
at Dartmouth Dermatology, Bentley
doesn’t feel overwhelmed by the in-
crease influx of clients, but rather “very
happy because it’s job security” in an
unprecedented time. 

Standard-Times staff writer Kerri
Tallman can be reached at
ktallman@s-t.com. Follow her on Twit-
ter at @kerri_tallman for links to recent
articles.

Support local journalism by purchas-
ing a digital or print subscription to The
Standard-Times today.

Surgery
Continued from Page 1A

Absentee ballots suggest sizable
interest in Maine election

PORTLAND, Maine – Tens of thou-
sands of Mainers requested absentee
ballots for Tuesday’s election, suggest-
ing a higher-than-usual vote in an off-
year election.

More than 88,000 absentee ballots
have been returned, which is ahead of
the 2019 election before the pandemic. 

That points toward a higher-than-
normal turnout for an election in which
the statewide ballot features only refer-
endums and no high-profile state or fed-
eral political races, Secretary of State
Shenna Bellows said Monday. Turnout
is expected to be much lower than 2020,
however, when presidential and U.S.
Senate elections topped the ballot.

Mainers will have their say on a 145-
mile power line, funded by Massachu-
setts ratepayers, that would serve as a
conduit for Canadian hydropower to
reach the New England power grid.

Also generating attention is a consti-
tutional amendment that would en-
shrine the right for Mainers to grow,
raise, harvest, produce and consume
the food of their own choosing. Propo-
nents call their movement “food sover-
eignty” or “right to food.”

Also on the ballot is a $100 million
transportation bond issue, with most
going to highways and bridges. About
$15 million would to other projects in-
cluding rail, aviation and ports.

More than 10,000 absentee ballots

have yet to be returned, and they must
be received by clerks before 8 p.m.
Tuesday, when polls close.

In Maine, mail-in ballots that are
postmarked on Election Day but do not
arrive before polls close will not be
counted.

Coast Guard searches for missing
plane off Cape Cod coast

ORLEANS, Mass. – The Coast Guard
and other authorities were searching off
the coast of Cape Cod on Monday for a
small plane that failed to arrive in Mas-
sachusetts as scheduled Sunday night,
officials said.

The Piper PA-28 that departed from
Reading, Pennsylvania was reported
missing at around 10 p.m., the Federal
Aviation Administration said in an
emailed statement. It was headed to
Chatham Municipal Airport in Massa-
chusetts.

One person was on board the plane,
the Coast Guard said in a tweet.

The original call was made to the Air
Force Regional Command Center by a
concerned friend who was waiting for
the aircraft in Chatham. The Air Force
then contacted the Coast Guard.

The aircraft’s last transmitted trans-
ponder signal was at 6:49 p.m. descend-
ing at 4,000 feet per minute.

The search taking place off Nauset
Beach in Orleans involved a Coast
Guard fixed-wing aircraft and a helicop-
ter, three Coast Guard vessels, as well as
area harbormasters and other assets,
the Coast Guard said.

No information about the plane’s oc-
cupant was released.

MaineHealth network to help
study long-term COVID-19 effects

PORTLAND, Maine – Maine’s largest
health network said Monday it will re-
ceive $1.5 million from the federal gov-
ernment to take part in a nationwide
study about long-term effects of CO-
VID-19.

MaineHealth said it will get the mon-
ey from the National Institutes of
Health. The organization said research-
ers from the Maine Medical Center Re-
search Institute will be among those
from dozens of institutions around the
country participating in the study.

The effort is called the Researching
COVID to Enhance Recovery, or RECOV-
ER, Initiative. It’s designed to learn why
some people suffer prolonged symp-
toms or develop new or returning symp-
toms after the end of the acute phase of
infection.

Ivette Emery, a translational scientist
at MMCRI, said the work is critical be-
cause while “it’s clear that many pa-
tients continue to suffer COVID symp-
toms for months after recovery, we still
don’t know why.”

Parts of Maine cope with flooding
after weekend storms

CAMDEN, Maine – Heavy flooding
from weekend storms led to road dam-
age and travel difficulty in some parts of
Maine.

Hard rain hit the state over the week-
end. Flooding was especially significant
in the Midcoast part of the state,
WMTW-TV reported. The station re-
ported on Monday that parts of Route 52
in Camden completely washed out.

Flooding damage also hit Biddeford
and Saco. A piece of wall and pedestrian
lookout area along the Saco River was
swept away by water in Biddeford. Bid-
deford got half a foot of rain over the
weekend.

The weather also led to power out-
ages throughout the state. Central
Maine Power said Monday that fewer
than 600 customers remained without
power by mid-morning.

Shooting suspect in custody,
‘suspicious death’ reported

SEABROOK, N.H. – A suspect was in
custody in a shooting near a shopping
center in Seabrook as a “suspicious
death” was reported in the area, au-
thorities said Monday.

Seabrook Deputy Police Chief Kevin
Gelineau told Seacoastonline.com there
was a shooting around 9 a.m. and that a
suspect was in custody. 

Separately, the attorney general’s of-
fice said in a news release that authori-
ties were responding to Seabrook for a
suspicious death investigation. Further
information was not immediately re-
leased. 

Some stores in the area were under
lockdown temporarily.

NEW ENGLAND BRIEFS


